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    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of 
the Waynesville R-VI School District, 
will be inducted into the Winnetonka 
High School Hall of Fame on Friday, 
Oct. 2, in Kansas City, Mo. 
    “I am honored to be receiving this 
award,” says Henry. “While I do not feel 
deserving, I hope that a student at my 
alma mater can use my example of hard 
work and perseverance paying off. I was 
not naturally the best student or the best 
athlete, but I always worked hard and it 
made a difference on and off the field.” 

    The Hall of Fame 
honors and recognizes 
Winnetonka alumni 
who exemplify the 
values, traditions 
and successes of 
Winnetonka High 
School and who, by 

their accomplishments, will inspire and 
encourage current Winnetonka students 
to do the same. Henry is a graduate of 
the class of 1987. 
    “I was fortunate to attend the North 
Kansas City School District because I 
was blessed with educators who cared 
about me as a person. During my senior 
year, I lost my best friend and my 
parents divorced, and it was my teachers 
and coaches, as well as the support of 
my mother, who helped me to persevere. 
I owe a debt of gratitude to the teachers 
and coaches who pushed me to do my 
best,” Henry says. “That’s why I am 
so passionate about education. I know 
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Tina Woolsey, Missouri Director for AdvancED, presented an 
AdvancEd plaque to Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Dr. 
Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of instructional services, 
on Monday during the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
meeting.  The Waynesville R-VI School District received district-
level accreditation through AdvancED, the organization formally known as North 
Central. This is an international accreditation certifying that the district meets the 
high standards for educational excellence put forth by AdvancED. 

Lt. Col. Hannan reads a book about dinosaurs to students at Thayer 
Elementary during the Love of Reading Day on Monday. Additional photos 
from the Love of Reading Day will appear throughout this issue. 



    The following WHS students were 
chosen as members of the Central 
District Choirs following their audition 
on Monday at School of the Osage.  
The Honor Choir is the top choir of 
the district.  Both choirs will rehearse 
on Saturday, Nov. 14, at WHS and 
then present a concert at 5 p.m. in the 
WHS Theatre.  Congratulations to these 
students and their directors, Nathan 
Schaefferkoetter and Chelsea Handley, 
and choir accompanist, Michael 
Perrine.

HONOR CHOIR
    Alicia Force
    Jordan Kane
    Xena Thompson
    Zoey Logan
    Alexic Gaono
    Megan Whittaker    
    Exechiel Daos

that a good education and outstanding 
teachers and coaches change lives.” 
    The only downside to his receiving 
this award is that Henry will miss 
Waynesville’s homecoming, but he also 
is quick to point out that he is practicing 
what he preaches. “I continually express 
the importance of serving as a role 
model in the community and how you 
just never know who is watching,” 
Henry says. “If one young person 
back home or here in Waynesville is 
encouraged by my story, then my time 
away will be worthwhile.”  
    Henry’s career in education includes 
teaching at Winnetonka, where as a 
student he was a multi-sport athlete 
and earned several honors, including 
the Dennis Balagna Award in football. 
Henry went on to be a 4-year letterman 
in football at Missouri Valley College 
and received all-conference honors, as 
well as Senior Athlete of the Year while 
at MVC. 
    He holds several degrees including 
a Doctorate in Education from the 
University of Kansas. Beyond teaching 
at his alma mater Winnetonka and 
before joining the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, Henry served the 
Camdenton R-III School District 
as deputy superintendent, assistant 
superintendent and high school 

principal. During his 23-year career in 
education, he has also worked at Park 
Hill South High School and Oak Grove 
Middle School.  As superintendent of 
the Waynesville R-VI School District, 
Henry spearheaded efforts that led to 
Waynesville High School being the first 
in the State of Missouri to implement 
a college readiness program from the 
National Math and Science Institute. 
The program resulted in a record 
number of Waynesville High School 
students earning AP college credit.  
The district also annually continues to 
increase its MAP and APR scores under 
his leadership.  
    Henry serves as the Missouri State 
Commissioner for the Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission, a 
national commission including all 50 
states dedicated to easing transitional 
issues in schools for children of service 
members, and is involved in several 
other projects supporting the children 
and families of military communities. 
Henry also serves as chairman of the 
Sustainable Ozarks Partnership, which 
is dedicated to the growth of Fort 
Leonard Wood and the surrounding 
area. 
    Henry and his wife, Dr. Kristina 
Henry, have four daughters Morgan, 
Madison, Mollie and Mary.
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    Young Park
    Adam Reiser
    Jacob Meza
    Jean Museau
    Jonathan Gerspach

CONCERT CHOIR
    Jennifer Schenkenfelder
    Maya Fluent
    Ryhia Stevenson
    Ashley Shelar
    Autumn Sitton
    Jordan Hammock
    Krystina Zabeck
    Vanessa Nichols
    Austin Underwood
    Ethan Brown
    Andrei Sorrel
    Austin Baker
    Derrick Anglin
    Jesse Laughlin
    Jesse Whittaker

WHS students named to district choir

Author/
Illustrator, 
Martha 
Dinsdale, 
from 
Rolla, Mo., 
illustrates 
how she 
took 
inspiration 
from individual snow 
flakes and winter scenes 
to write her book, “Go 
Away Winter.” She also held up 
an intricate, symmetrical snow 
flake she made for the students 
at Freedom Elementary to see. 
Dinsdale visited Freedom for the 
Love of Reading Day on Monday.  

    Dedication ceremonies for 
Waynesville Middle School’s Little 
Free Libraries will be held next week:
    Monday, September 28
        Waynesville Middle School- 
 6:00 p.m.
        Waynesville City Park- 6:30 p.m.
    Tuesday, September 29
        Commissary 6:00 p.m.
        PX 6:45 p.m.
    Thursday, October 1
        Freedom Elementary 6:00 p.m.

WMDS Little Free Library closeup. 

Library dedications



To celebrate the Love 
of Reading, students at 
Wood Elementary enjoyed 
listening to a story provided 
by Grandma Gertie and 
Debbie Anderson. Grandma 
Gertie shared several books, including 
one titled, “What Grandmas Do Best.” 
Anderson, a retired Waynesville librarian, 
treated students to stories about corn 
and fall harvest. Students learned corn 
vocabulary such as husk, silk and kernel.  
Each student then shucked an ear of 
corn and took the kernels home to feed 
to the animals.  

    AmeriCorps VISTA members of the 
Waynesville R-VI School District raised more 
than $4,700 in school supplies for students in 
need during the annual Stuff the Bus fundraiser.  
VISTA members hosted fundraisers during 
July and August in partnership with Wal-Mart 
Supercenter and local volunteers to collect 
needed school supplies for the 2015-2016 
school year.
    On Aug. 21, 2015, AmeriCorps VISTA 
Members delivered 150 backpacks filled 
with school supplies to Waynesville schools. 
Backpacks were distributed to students in need 
who might otherwise not have the necessary 
school supplies to begin the year.
    In addition to Stuff the Bus, the Gap Outlet 
of Osage Beach, Mo., made a generous 
donation of Gap and Gap Kids clothing and 
shoes. Judy Lorne, general manager of the Gap 
Outlet, provided the items in order to support 
students who are in need of new school clothes.  
Approximately 10 large boxes of clothing and 
shoes were donated - valued at approximately 
$12,500.  Gap partnered with Boys and Girls Clubs of America 
through their “A little charity goes a long way” campaign to 
provide the donations to the school district.  The Waynesville 
Boys and Girls Club is sponsored through the Waynesville 
School District’s afterschool program, Club TIGER.
    Waynesville schools were excited to receive the back to 
school donations and have begun distributing the items to 
students who are in need. Dr. Kim Hawk, community resource 
coordinator for the district, stated that “the district is grateful 
to have businesses and individuals willing to support our 
students.  Each year many students head back to school without 
the supplies and clothing they need to be successful.  Because 
of these generous donations, we will be able to equip more 
students for success in the 2015-2016 school year.”

VISTA members gather donations for students

Wood students 
love to read



Major General Savre and Mrs. Savre shared the book “Click, Clack, 
Moo Cows that Type” during the district’s Love of Reading Day.  
The event was held Monday evening and was sponsored by the 
Parent to Parent Group on Fort Leonard Wood, which is a Military 
Child Education Coalition Initiative. The event was titled “Tell Me A 
Story.”  All local military families were invited to attend.  Those in 
attendance received a copy of the book donated by the Spouses 
Club of Fort Leonard Wood. Families were also able to participate 
in an activity and enjoy a snack.  Major General and Mrs. Savre 
stayed to meet the children and autograph books.  

Brooklyn Smith, Jessica Collado, Alahna Shelar, Laci D. Baker and Kennedy Belt 
rehearse for the upcoming performance of Stage Door. 

WHS students to perform Stage Door Oct. 22-25
    The Waynesville High School 
Theatre Department and Thespian 
Troupe 1669 will present the play, Stage 
Door, by Edna Ferber and George S. 
Kaufman. 
    The Footlights Club in the west 
Fifties New York provides a comforting 
community for the 16 struggling 
stage actresses who reside there. The 
main story concerns Terry Randall, a 
headstrong and driven girl from the 
Midwest who is determined to become 
success on Broadway. While pursuing 
her career, she becomes involved with 
two completely different men: the 
arrogant playwright Keith Burgess and 
David Kingsley, a well-groomed elegant 
film producer. Each of the actresses at 
the Footlights Club, their gentleman 
callers and the variety of characters who 
stumble into their lives share their own 
unique stories to ensure an experience 
all can enjoy. 

    The play will be presented at 7 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 22-24, and at 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25. 
    Tickets are $3 for children; $4 

for faculty/staff; and $5 for the 
general public. Senior citizens with 
a Waynesville Athletic Pass will be 
admitted free to this event. 



Waynesville High School football players help pack food 
for the Waynesville R-VI School District’s Snack in a Pack 
program. The players will continue helping throughout 
the rest of the season.

Waynesville Middle School students participated in group 
activities led by the school’s PIE partners on Patriot Day. 

Top photo: The WHS Girls State 
attendees, and when available, the 
office(s) they held at Girls State: 
Rebecca Bain, city council 
member; Ashley Boone, senator; 
Cierra Parker, highway patrol; 
Xena Thompson, city council; and 
Ashley Wolfe, senate minority 
leader. Not pictured: Emily Lucitt. 
Middle, The WHS attendees to 
Boys State: Hunter Ball, Brian 
Fields, Michael Meyer, Oliver Pagel 
and Brian Wolfe. Not pictured Patrick Lucitt. 
At right, Jeremy Nilges attended the Cadet Patrol Academy. 

During Military 
Appreciation Night, 
Fort Leonard Wood 
soldiers marched into 
Tiger Stadium. Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent, 
presents the official 
Waynesville Tiger coin 
to Brig. Gen. Kevin 
Vereen that night.  
Vereen is only the 
fifth person to ever 
be presented with a 
Waynesville coin. 


